low-impact 

facilities 

Communications facilities that are considered to have a low impact on their environment. They 
include underground cabling, small radiocommunications antennas and dishes, in-building 
subscriber connections and public payphones. The Telecommunications Act provides carriers 
with immunity from state and territory planning laws for the installation of ‘low-impact’ facilities. 

LPON 

low power open narrowcasting 

Radiocommunications class licence type authorising radio services operating at very low power 
outputs in the frequency range 87.5-88.0 MHz. 

MHz 

Megahertz 

One million Hertz (see also GHz). 

the minister 

Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy 

Minister responsible for the ACMA and its governing legislation. 

MMS 

multimedia messaging service 

Mobile telecommunications data transmission service for sending messages with a 
combination of text, sound, image and video to MMS-capable handsets. 

MNP 

mobile number portability 

Portability for mobile phone numbers. See number portability. 

NAC 

Numbering Advisory Committee 

Committee established to advise on numbering matters. 

narrowband 

A class of telecommunications services such as dial-up internet access that offer data rates of 

64 kbit/s or lower. 

NATA 

National Association of Testing Authorities 

Australia’s national laboratory accreditation authority that recognises and promotes facilities 
competent in specific types of testing, measurement, inspection and calibration. 

NGN 

next generation network 

General term for developments in network architecture using various access and core 
technologies covering wired, wireless and mobile communications. A primary characteristic 
is the decoupling of services and networks, allowing these to be offered separately and to 
evolve independently. 

NRF 

Network Reliability Framework 

Requirement on Telstra from January 2003 to provide regular reports to the ACMA on the 
reliability of its fixed-line services, and to remediate the network in areas with particularly 
poor performance. 

NRS 

National Relay Service 

Translation service between voice and non-voice telephone users providing access to the 
standard telephone service for people with communication impairment. Relays voice, modem 
or telephone typewriter communications. 

number 

portability 

Arrangements allowing customers to transfer from one telecommunications service provider to 
another without changing their number. 

payphone 

Public telephone where calls may be paid for with coins, phone cards, credit cards or reverse 
charge facilities. 

portability 

See number portability. 

pre-selection 

Offers customers choice and supports competition by enabling competing operators to use the 
networks of other carriers to access their customers. 

priority 

assistance 

Service for people with a diagnosed life-threatening medical condition entitling them to faster 
connection and fault repair of their fixed-line telephone service. 

RCC 

Radiocommunications Consultative Committee 

Formed to facilitate consultation between the ACMA and industry on major domestic and 
international radiocommunications issues. 

RCMG 

Register of Controlled Media Groups 

Lists the media groups in each licence area, the media operations that form part of a group and 
the controllers of those operations. 

SBS 

Special Broadcasting Service 

Free-to-air national radio and television broadcasting service providing multilingual and 
multicultural programs that inform, educate and entertain all Australians and, in doing so, reflect 
Australia’s multicultural society. The SBS Online service also provides additional multilingual 
content through the internet. 

SDTV 

Standard definition television 

SID 

Spam Intelligence Database 

Designed and built in-house, SID is the ACMA’s high-performance spam analysis system, 
capable of processing hundreds of thousands of spam email messages per day. SID analyses 
all components of an email and stores the data in such a way that it can be easily searched, 
categorised and linked to data from other emails with similar characteristics. 
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